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Many Bible readers have difficulty fitting everything together. Did Moses or
David came first? What was the “captivity” all about? When did Jesus say he
would return to earth?

This course is for people who have begun to read their Bibles, and are trying to
fit the major people and events into the overall Bible story. The Bible message is
heard more loudly and clearly if we understand the overall story of the Bible.
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Preface

The Story of the Bible is an 8-week course looking at the major people
and events in the Bible and how they fit together. The course is
designed for people who have completed the “Learn to Read the
Bible Effectively” course.

Our goal is to teach you to help you fit Bible events into the overall
story of the Bible. When you understand the historical and geo-
graphical context of Bible events, they become more powerful and
more meaningful to us today.

We assume that, since you are attending this course, you are inter-
ested in Bible reading and want to understand God’s message to
you. We think we can provide you with some assistance in doing
SO.

Why are we giving this course? As with all our courses, we are hop-
ing God is pleased that we are attempting to build respect and fa-
miliarity with his Word. We are fulfilling our responsibility to share
what we have learned with others. We are concerned for your sal-
vation as well, but rest assured, we do not believe it is our place or
role to attempt to convert you to our way of thinking in this course.
We are committed to helping you discover the Bible message for
yourself. If we come to agreement on matters, all the better. If not,
your conscience and ours must be satisfied independently. For this
reason we will avoid a debate of doctrine during class time, and
stick to our promise of helping you understand the extraordinary
story of the Bible.

The Story of the Bible



Contents

God, creation and the first sin

1.1 God's character . . . ... ...
1.2 Godisone . . ... .. .....
1.3 God's purpose . . . .. ... ..
1.4 Thecreation . . . .. ... ...
1.5 AdamandEve. ... ... ...

1.6 Judgement, punishment and hope

Abraham: the man who was
promised the world
21 Abram . ... ... ... .. ..
2.2 Further promises . . . . . . . ..
2.3 Have these promises been ful-
filled? . . .. .. ... ... ..
2.4 The promisesandus. . . . . ..
2.5 When will the promises be ful-
filled? . . ... ... L.
2.6 Summary. ... ... ... ...

Moses and the Law of Israel

3.1 The tribes of Israel . . . . . ..
3.2 The exodus from Egypt . . . . .
3.3 Thelawof Moses . . . . . . ..
3.4 In the wilderness . . . . . . . ..
3.5 Conquering Canaan . . . . . ..

The judges and kings of Israel

4.1 The period of the Judges . . . .

4.2 Saul, the first king of Israel . . .

4.3 David becomes king of Israel

4.4  The reign of Solomon . . . . . .

45 The divided kingdom: Israel
and Judah . . . ... ... ...

4.6 The prophets of Israel . . . . . .

4.7 The kingdom of Judah . . . ..

22

5 Captivity in Babylon and
return to Jerusalem

5.1 Thecaptivity. . . . . .. ..
5.2 The return to Israel . . . . .

5.3  From Malachi to Matthew

6 Jesus Christ
6.1 Son of God

6.2 Prophecies of Jesus . . . . .
6.3 His childhood . .. ... ..
6.4 His baptism . .. ... ...
6.5 His temptations . . . . . ..
6.6 His disciples . . . .. .. ..
6.7 His miracles . . . ... ...
6.8 His teaching . . . .. .. ..
6.9 Opposition . . . . ... ...

6.10 His death

6.11 His resurrection . . . . . . .
6.12 After the resurrection . . . .
6.13 Belonging to Christ . . . . .

7 The early church

7.1 The preaching of the apostles . .
7.2 Saul the Pharisee . . . . ..
7.3  The first century church . . .

8 The Kingdom of God

8.1 The return of Jesus . . . . .
8.2 Resurrection . . . . ... ..
8.3 Judgement . . .. .. .. ..

8.4 The battle of Armageddon

8.5 Jesus will be king . . .. ..
8.6 A new world order . . . . . .
8.7 The millennium . . . . . ..

32
32
33

37
37
38
40
40
41
41
42
42
45
45
48
49
50

58
58
59
59
60
61
61
64

The Story of the Bible



