One Bible but
many churches

Why are there so many different churches all claiming to believe the one Bible? Each

church has its own set of beliefs and teachings.

Can the Bible really be so open to

interpretation? And how can you decide which church to join?

One Bible

There are thousands of editions of the
Bible. It has been translated into 2000 lan-
guages; in English alone, hundreds of dif-
ferent translations have appeared. Yet every
Bible has the same essential message.

Most churches don’t have their own special
Bible version. They use the same Bibles that
you can buy off the shelf at any good book-
shop. So how is it that they can come to such
different conclusions?

Many Churches

Make no mistake, the many Christian
churches are different. True, they are alike
in some respects, but the differences in both
teaching and practice are real enough.

For example, take the matter of women
priests—an issue that is dividing churches
today. Some churches teach that only males
should lead a service of worship. They base
this on verses such as this from Paul’s letter
to Timothy:

I do not permit a woman to teach or
to have authority over a man; she
must be silent. (1 Timothy 2:12)

Other churches claim this does not apply to-
day, and they teach that any suitable person,
male or female, may lead a service. Still oth-
ers hold different views again.

Baptism is another example. Some churches
follow the Bible command that all members
must be baptized:

Repent and be baptized, every one
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ

Jor the forgiveness of your sins.
(Acts 2:38)

Other churches say this is optional. At the
time of Jesus and the apostles, all baptism
was by full immersion and it was only for ma-
ture believers. Some churches still consider
this essential. But over the years, baptism of
infants has crept in and many churches use
sprinkling instead of full immersion.

Bible teaching or church authority

However, it is not because the Bible is un-
clear that churches hold different views. As
can be seen in the examples above, the dif-
ferences arise because of the differences in
emphasis placed on church authority and
Bible teaching. Some churches say only the
Bible can be used to determine truth. Others
say that we may reject or modify some Bible
teachings in the light of our culture and so-
ciety, or because of the teaching of church
leaders.

A Bible-based church

The Christadelphians believe that it is essen-
tial to learn God’s truth from the Bible alone.
So when the Bible says that only men are to
lead a worship service, that is what we do.
When the Bible says that we must first be-
lieve the gospel, then be baptized by full im-
mersion, that is the way we do it.

Almost all the differences between the
churches come down to either accepting
Bible teaching as it is, or modifying it in the
light of church writings or trends in society.
We prefer to stick to the scriptures.
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