Getting
to know
the Bible
better

Getting to know the Bible better, 2006
By Rob J Hyndman
Distributed by the Dandenong Ranges Christadelphians
PO Box 441, Boronia, VIC 3155, Australia.
www.biblecourses.com.au
Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version. Copyright
1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of
Zondervan Bible Publishers.
Permission is granted for these notes to be reproduced for class purposes.

Contents

1 Introducing the Bible

1

2 Starting to read the Bible

13

3 The origin and history of the Bible

26

4 Reasons to believe

42

5 Bible prophecy

55

6 A consistent message

68

7 Bible study tools

78

8 Case study: the kingdom of God

85

The Bible is the book that has influenced the whole course of history. It
continues to influence millions of people today. It is the book in which
God speaks to you.
However, it is a book that many people find hard to read. It can be
frustrating, confusing, boring or simply overwhelming. In this course,
you will learn how to start reading the Bible for yourself, so that its
ancient message is exciting and relevant to you today.
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Preface
Our goal is to teach you to read the Bible for yourself. You are certainly capable of reading and understanding this great book, but if
you are like most people you are occasionally:
•
•
•
•

frustrated
confused
bored
overwhelmed by the task.

We assume that, since you are attending this course, you want help
in furthering your understanding of the Bible while avoiding the
many roadblocks that hinder progress. We think we can provide
you with keys and tips in doing so.
The aims of the course are to help you:
1. become more familiar with the Bible;
2. be able to read and understand the Bible independently;
3. evaluate the claims for the Bible’s inspiration.
In addition to these course notes, you will also need The Bible Readers’ Handbook which contains many useful charts, maps and other
tools to help in your Bible reading.
We are committed to helping you to discover the Bible message for
yourself, and to be able to evaluate it for yourself. No knowledge
of the Bible is assumed—we will start from the very beginning.
We hope this course will meet your needs. It is suitable for people
of all religions—you don’t have to be a Christian. The only requirement is a desire to learn more about the Bible for yourself.

Rob Hyndman
October 2005.
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